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L A N G U A G E  
F R A N C E S C  D E  B. M O L L :  
T H E  M A N  AND T H E  WORD 
FRANCESC DE BORJA MOLL WAS, ABOVE ALL, A STUDENT 
OF LANGUAGE, A LINGUIST, A LEXICOGRAPHER. IF MOLL 
HAD LIVED IN A NORMAL COUNTRY HE WOULD HAVE BEEN 
A RESPECTED UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR AND HIS 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE SCIENCE OF PHILOLOGY WOULD 
HAVE BEEN A LEGACY VALUED BY ALL. 
GABRIEL JANER M A N l l A  A U T H o R  
L A N G U A G E  
r he death of the philologist Fran- :esc de B. Moll on 18 February 199 1 brings to mind a truly dif- 
ficult period for the Catalan language 
and culture. The memory of a time of 
constant struggle, of unwavering tena- 
city, that Francesc de B. Moll engaged 
in with apparent moderation but with 
the firmness of an unbending will that 
never bowed in the face of persecution, 
in the face of the stupid ignorance that a 
society -they say there's no other in the 
world like ours- that undervalues its 
cultural and linguistic heritage. 
Moll's obstinate resistance bore the 
mark of the drive he inherited from the 
illustrious master from Manacor, the 
fighter Monsignor Antoni M. Alcover, 
whose activity concentrated an exem- 
plary enthusiasm and capacity for work. 
Moll's secret was his unshakable, cons- 
tant dedication to the study and diffu- 
sion of the Catalan language. He him- 
self said, when he was awarded an 
honoris causa doctorate by the Univer- 
sity of Barcelona in 1975, that his was a 
laboris causa doctorate. 
His constant dedication to the Catalan 
language and to the culture that mani- 
fests itself in this language is summed 
up in a Latin sentence he included in 
the Moll publishing house imprint and 
that provides an admirable example of 
his approach to life: "Dura tamen molli 
saxa cavantur aqua". The rock is hard 
but the water nevertheless undermines 
it in the end. 
Against the implacable hardness of the 
rock, the resistant, determined persis- 
tance of the water, in spite of its soft- 
ness, works on the rock and annihil- 
ates it. 
Francesc de B. Moll was, above all, a 
student of language, a linguist, a lexico- 
grapher. If Moll had lived in a normal 
country -1 mean a country where a con- 
tinuous cultural struggle for survival 
wasn't necessary-, he would have been 
a respected university professor and his 
contribution to the science of philology 
would have been a legacy valued by 
all. 
But the social and cultural reality in 
which Moll had to carry out his linguis- 
tic adventure was an inclement one. 
Moll worked in the midst of a great 
silence imposed by arms. The language 
to which he so passionately dedicated 
his life had been sentenced to death and 
he had to wage a secret, almost intimate 
war in which each word, each entry in 
the Diccionari was a minor victory. 
His scientific work was of the highest 
order. He trained with linguists of inter- 
national prestige: Bernhard Schadel, 
of Hamburg University, and Meyer- 
Lübke, of the University of Bonn. He 
attended conferences and published 
theoretical articles in influential maga- 
zines in the field of Romance philology. 
What remained then was the social 
struggle for the language. It was a ques- 
tion of reconstructing the language's so- 
cial function. The task carried out by 
Francesc de B. Moll as a promoter of 
culture is immense: founder of the Obra 
Cultural Balear, publisher -many Ma- 
jorcan authors have had our first writ- 
ings published by the Moll publishing 
house, first in the collection Les llles 
d'Or, later in the Raixa library-, dis- 
seminator of Majorcan folk tales, col- 
lected and narrated by Monsignor 
Alcover, through popular editions 
and radio broadcasts, contributor to 
newspapers on linguistic subjects, etc., 
always striving to clarify the reasons 
behind his struggle, which was aimed 
at the dignification of the Catalan 
language. 
-Words were at the root of his life. And 
words are what define men. 
In recent years, handicapped by illness, 
his memory clouded, Francesc de B. 
Moll lived a life of fiction: he attended 
imaginary congresses and meetings of 
the philological section of the Institut 
d'Estudis Catalans, he gave speeches ... 
And he invented words. New words 
that arose unexpectedly from the philo- 
logist's imagination, beautiful nonethe- 
less, indecipherable. ¤ 
